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40 te economic downturn despi By Frankie L. Labang 
KUCHING - Sarawak is on 
target to become fully in- 
dustrialised well ahead of 
the year 2005 on one condi- 
tion - how fast it can 
overcome the present eco- 
nomic downturn. 
Industrial Development 
Minister Datuk Abang Jo- 
hari Tun Open said yes- 
terday by the end of 1995. 
Sarawak had amassed RM 
25 billion in foreign invest- 
ments for the manufactur- 
ing sector but in order to 
become fully industrialised, 
the State would have to 
surpass the target of ano- 
ther RM14 billion. 
Speaking to reporters 
. er witnessing the sign- ing ceremony on the mem- 
orandum of understanding 
(MoU) between University 
Malaysia Sarawak and 
Komag USA (M) Sdn here, 
the Minister said "it will 
allow Komag's manufac- 
turing technicians (MTs) 
and equipment technicians 
(ETs) who work on shifts 
to participate in a continu- 
ing education programme. 
"This is customized pro- 
gramme fulfilling the 
technical needs of Komag 
. iWiufacturing process 
and shift pattern of MTs 
and ETs, " he said. 
Datuk Abang Johari al- 
so disclosed that the manu- 
facturing sector was tar- 
seted to grow further at 20 
percent per annum and 
ý%ould account for 20 per- 
-it of Sarawak's Gross 
gestic Product (GDP) 
by the year 2000. 
F "Sarawak has come a 
long way from the econom- 
ic backwaters of the 60s to 
become one of the most 
progressive states in the 
country, "he said. "Des- 
pite the economic down- 
turn, the investment pro- 
spects in Sarawak are still 
bright. " 
The Minister pointed 
out that further expansion 
and diversification of the 
manufacturing sector had 
contributed to the acceler- 
ated industrialisation in the 
State. "In the past five 
years, Sarawak has estab- 
lished a strong manufac- 
turing base in the high 
technology electronic in- 
dustry. " 
"With the existing sta- 
ble of multinational com- 
panies such as Komag, 
Hadco, Taiyo Yuden, Toko 
Electronics, Wangimas 
and the new come 1st Sili- 
con Malaysia, the Sama 
Jaya Free Industrial Zone 
is fast becoming the little 
Silicon Valley of Borneo 
Island, " Datuk Abang Jo- 
hari said. - 
"The government will 
continue to provide good 
physical infrastructure, 
training, research and de- 
velopment facilities to 
meet the needs of the in- 
dustry. " 
He said young Sarawa- 
kians had been given op- 
portunities to acquire new 
skills relevant to the needs 
of the high-tech industry. 
"Training and R&D pro- 
grammes cover all levels of 
workforce from the techni- 
cian, supervisor, engineer. 
manager and top manage 
ment. " 
Datuk Abang Johari was 
also pleased to learn that 
Unimas was in the process 
of preparing a new set of 
training programmes fort 
the new wafer fab compa 
ny to be based in the Sama 
Jaya Free Industrial Zone. 
He congratulated the 
university and Komag for 
taking the initiative to de- 
velop this new programme PROVIDING QUALITY TRAINING 
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offered to technicians of 
the electronic companies 
here. 
"Hopefully in future, 
there would be more R&D 
work and technology tran- 
sfer programmes involving I 
the university and the in- 
dustry in order to develop 
home-grown and indige- 
nous technology ." Present at the MoU sig- 
were Chairman of ning 
Unimas, Tan Sri Datuk 
Amar Haji Bujang Mohd 
Nor, Unimas vice-chancel- 
lor, Professor Dato' Dr Za- 
wawi, Komag Incorporated 
USA chairman Datuk Dr 
Tu. Chen and Komag USA 
(M) Sdn managing director 
Encik Bill Wong. 
SARAWAK TRIBUNE (12 MAC 1998) 
